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Chapter NR 150
ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS AND REVIEW PROCEDURES

NR 150.01  Purpose. NR 150.20 Environmental analysis of department actions.
NR 150.02  Applicability. NR 150.30 EIS action analysis.

NR 150.03  Definitions. NR 150.35 WEPRA Compliance determination.

NR 150.04  Policy. NR 150.40 Cooperation with other agencies.

NR 150.05 WEFA Coordinator NR 150.50 Document retention and management.

NR 150.10 Strategic analysis.

Note: Chapter NR 150 was epealed and ecreatedRegister March 2014 No. (13) “Issue” means a general subject, topic or question
699 concerningthe use of, or éct on, natural resources about which
the department may or may not have authority

NR 150.01 Purpose. This chapter outlines the definitions, (14) “Lead agency” means the state or federal ageitly

proceduresand criteria to be used kiye department in the imple ;21 concern or responsibility for a given project or action as

mentationof s.1.11, Stats. The purpose of this chapter is to ass : ; ; :
that the department decisionmakers, other decisionmakers, ngﬁ% (reltrmlnedby law interagency consultatiomr written agree

theinterested public have information to be able to fully consider™, "~ - . . .

the short- and long—term fefcts of department policies, plans, (1) “Minor action” means a department action that is not in

programsand actions on the quality of the human environmerfionflict with local, state or federal environmental policies and is
Note: Sectionl.1l Stats. was enacted as 2fi4, laws of 1971, amended loj. not “kely to do any of the foIIowmg:

204, laws of 1973, and is known as thés@énsin environmental policy act or W&EP (a) Set precedent for reducing or ||m|t|ng environmental
History: CR 13-022 cr. Register March 2014 No. 699eff. 4-1-14. protection

NR 150.02 Applicability. This chapter shall apply to all (b) Result in deleteriousfetcts over lage geographic areas.

departmenactions which may negativelyfaét the quality of the _ (€) Resultin long—term deleteriousfesdts that are prohibi
human environment and to consideration of strategatural tively difficult or expensive to reverse.
resourceissues or policies which may involve unresolved-con (d) Resultin deleteriousfekts on especially important, criti
flicts concerning alternative uses of available resources. cal or sensitive environmental resources.

History: CR 13-022 cr. Register March 2014 No. 699eff. 4-1-14. (e) Involve broad pub“c Controversy

(f) Result in substantial risk to human life, health, or safety

decisionby the department to exercise the departrsesttitutory oéégz)r mggﬁgﬂgnﬁeﬁggmﬂf2?&?2 actlr?gec;r t&;](:et'\é'éy;ﬂo
authoritythat afects the quality of the human environment. P : y age ! par
” o, . L mentor an applicant to reduce the severity or extent of environ
(2) “Alternatives” means other actions or activitieghich  yentalefiects that would result from a proposed action or activity

may bereasonably available to achieve the same or altered pur (17) “NEPA” means the national environmental policy act

poseof the proposed action or project, including the alternative 8F1der42 USC 432%t. seq.

NR 150.03 Definitions. (1) “Action” means any final

no action.
p . ” : . 18) “Person”includes any natural person, firm, partnership
3) “Applicant” meansa person who applies for a permit, .( - SR N - ’
Iice(n)se,ofgpproval granted E))r issued by tf?epdepartmenﬁ. joint venture, joint stockompanyassociation, public or private

h , . , corporation thestate of Visconsin and all political subdivisions,
_ (4) "Cumulativeeffects” means:ompounding décts resut  cooperativeestate, trust, receivegxecutor administratarfidu-
(5) “Department’means the department of natuedources. otherwiseacting on behalf of others.
(6) “EIR” means environmental impact report. (19) “Policy” means a written plan or set of guiding prin
(7) “EIS” means environmental impact statement. ciples, priorities, or protocols to guide departmantion that has
peenenacted aa statute, promulgated as an administrative rule,

(8) “Environmentalanalysis”"means a detailed analysis tha . -
evaluatesa proposed actioor projects efect on the human envi Issuedas a department manual code, or approved in writing by the
fpgturalresources board or the department secretary

ronmentandstudies, develops and describes alternatives to . )
proposedaction or project. _ (20) “Prl_mefarm land” means land th_at_has the best gomblna
(9) “Environmental effect,” “effect,” “environmental tion of physical and chemical characteristics for producing food,
impact,”“impact,” “effect on the environment,” or “environmen feed,forage, fiberand oilseedrops and that is available for these
tal consequence” means a direct, indirect, secondagumula  USeSas defined in U.S. Department of Agriculture, Natural
tive change to the quality of the human environment. Resource€onservation Service National soil survey handbook,

10 uE H | I PRl d t|t|e 430_V|.
( ) qulva_ entanalysis _means epartme_nt preram_mat'C Note: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service
procedureshat include an environmental analysis and provide f@&tionalsoil survey handbook, title 430-VI is available onlinetp://www.nrcs. us-

public disclosure and comment. da.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/soils/planners/?cid=nrcs142p2_054242
(11) “Facility development” has the meaning if\& 44.03 (21) “Prior compliance” meanthat one or more environmen
(). tal analysis documents exist for prior actions that are similar to the

(12) *Human environment” means the natural or physicatproposeobctl_on in kind, scale, and envwc_)nmental setting. o
environmentjncluding the components, structures, and funetion (22) “Project” means one or more actions and other activities
ing of ecosystems, and the relationship of people with that en{¢lated to a single undertaking by tepartmenbr an applicant.
ronment,including aesthetic, historic, cultural, economic, social, (23) “Protocols” means writtendepartment procedures to
andhuman health-related components. guide department action, other than statutesadministrative
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codesthat have been approved the natural resources board or (g) Consider the findings of environmental analyses and com
the department secretary mentsreceived from the public in making decisions on proposed
(24) “Secondaryeffects” meanseasonably foreseeable indi actions.
recteffects caused by an action project later in time or farther  (h) Recognize that the department has dinnative duty
removedin distance, including induced changes in the patiern within its resources to comment on the environmental regsy
land use, population densjtgr growth rate and related&fts on umentsof other agencies by virtue of its jurisdiction by |spe
the human environment. cial expertise, or authority
(25) “Strat_egicana_lysis" mean_s aenyironmental and alter History: CR 13-022 cr. Register March 2014 No. 699eff. 4-1-14.
nativesanalysis ofany issue or policy which involves unresolved NR 150.05 WEPA Coordinator.

conflicts concerning alternative usesf available resources, yosignaten qualified stdfperson as WERcoordinator to coorei
within the meaning of <11 (2) (e) Stats. nateand oversee performance of WERGquirements under this

(26) “Unresolved conflicts concerning alternative uses ofhapter. The WER coordinator shall do all the following:
availableresources” means an unsettled disagreement concernlnql) Advise the department to ensure that it is in compliance

adepartment policy &cting natural resources, between experts;ith this chapter and 4.11 Stats
policymakersof local, state, or tribal governments, or citizen § ’
interestgroups in Visconsin.

The departmenshall

(2) Participateon behalf of thedepartment in inter-agency

w " WEPA activities.
(27) "WEPA" means s1.11 Stats. (3) Act as contacfor other state, federal and local agencies
Note: S.1.11, Stats. was enacted as 2fi4, laws of 1971, amended by @04, / . S P .g
laws of 1973, and is known as thésebnsin environmental policy act or WEP ~ Seekingassistance or opinions on environmental analysis matters.
) History:‘ CR 13-022cr. Register March 2014No. 699 eff. 4-1-14; corection (4) Advisethe department and the natural resources bward
n numbering in (15) made under s13.92 (4) (b) 1. Stats. Register March 2014 gyategic natural resourcéssues or policies needing analysis
unders.NR 150.10
NR 150.04 Policy. (1) (a) In accordance with thei¥¢on- (5) Prepareand submit to the chief clerk of each house of the

sinand national environmental policy acts and regulations issuedislaturethe departmerg’ annual WER report required by s.
by thepresidens council on environmental qualiiyis the inten  1.11(2) (j), Stats.

tion of the natural resources board to declapwlicy that will History: CR 13-022 cr. Register March 2014 No. 699eff. 4-1-14.
encouraggroductive and enjoyable harmony among people and . .
their environment; to promotefefts which will prevent or elimi NR 150.10 Strategic analysis. (1) GENERAL REQUIRE

natedamage to the environment; and to enrich the understandiffg'T: Pursuantto &.11(2) (e) Stats., the department shall study

of the importanecological systems and natural resources of ti§Velop,and describe alternatives for natural resource issues or
state. policieswhich involve unresolved conflicts concerning alterna

(b) The board recognizes the potenfilimpact of many state tive uses of available resources. - .
andfederal actions on all components of the human environment,(1M) IDENTIFICATION OF ISSUES. (a) Administrativerulesand
Therefore the board declares that it is the continuing policy of twganua] codes. The department shall conduct a strategic analysis
departmenbf natural resources, as the primanyironmental 107 all new or revised admlnlstratlve rules amdnual codes if
agencyin state government, evelop an understanding of theP?oth of the following apply: ,
environmentatonsequences of its actiomsd to use all practica 1. The rule or manualode involves unresolved conflicts eon
ble means and measures to create and maintain conditions u@pingalternative uses of available resources.
which people and nature can exist in productive harmony and ful 2. The department has substantial discretion in formulating

fill the requirements of present and future generations. importantprovisions of the rule or manual code.

(2) In orderto carry out the policy set forth under s(b, the (b) Requests. The department shall conduct a strategic analy
departmenshall do all the following: siswhen requested by any of the following:

(a) Acknowledge WER as an obligation shared by all units 1. The governor
of the department to the extent that any unit contempleginga 2. The standing committee in the state assembly with jurisdic

tory or management actions subject to \WEBview under this tion over matters related to the environment or natural resources.
chaptershall evaluate and be aware of the environmental eonse 3, The standing committee in the state senate with jurisdiction
quences of such actions. overmatters related to the environment or natural resources.

(b) Recognize its role as an environmental agency in state gov 4. The natural resources board.
ernmentand that it shall set an example in meeting the spint 5. The secretary of the department.

intentof WER, . . 6. A member of the public whose request is approved by vote
(c) Develop,where possible, agreements and understandingSthe natural resources board.

fon in mecting environmental seview requirements and esiabiigy(C) CUer issues or polcies. The department may conduct a
: . : . §Hateg|canaly5|s for any of the following:
amechanism for resolution of interagency conflict. : .

. ) . 1. A complicated or complex issue.

(d) Develop appropriate strategic analysesdoy issue or . )
policy which involves unresolved conflicts concerning alterna 2+ AN issue that is new to the state.
tive uses of available resources. 3. Anissue or policy that will likely lead to future department

(e) Develop appropriatenvironmental décts information 2ctionsthat will require an EIS. _ o
andanalysis along with a discussion of meaningfitérnatives 4. Issues for which there is a high potential for legislation or
andmake this available to the decisionmaker in a timely manrfé@Ww department policy
for all actionswhere such an evaluation is required by this chapter; 5. Planning and development of controversial resource-ori
andrecognize that decisiorssibject to WER requirements can ented projects.
not be made until the appropriate environmental review process 6. Any other issue or policy that involves unresoleedflicts
is completed. concerningalternative uses of available resources.

(f) Implement the environmental review procedure as an inte (2) ScoprING. (a) General requirement. The department shall
gratedprocess, not a separate sequerictivities, that must be determinethe scope of important issues to be analyzed, potential
partof the initial planning process for department projects and irlternativeapproaches, potentiallyfa€ted natural resourceand
tiatedat an early stage of the regulatory review process. likely effects of the alternatives on those resources. dEpart
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ment shall also identify incomplete or unavailable informatiomearingsheld shall be announced to the public manner that the
thatis relevant to a reasoned choice among alternatives. departmentieems appropriate.

(b) Consultation. The department may consult with and obtain (e) Consideration of public comments. Following the public
the comments of any agency that has expertise with respect to aagnmentperiod, the department shall summarize and consider all
issueinvolved. commentsreceived within the public comment period. The

(c) Public scoping. The department shall use a pulsioping départmenmay revise thanalysis based on comments received.
processThe process may consist of comment periods, meetingﬁ,e comment summary shall be mapiablic pursuant to $\R
hearingsworkshops, surveys, questionnaires, interagency co 0:50%"0”9 with the final version of the analysis and aop
mittees, or other appropriate methods or activities, and may 'Qé})-lrlgtrt])?y ggulr;—%ggscr Register March 2014No. 699 eff. 4-1-14; corection
integratedwith other public participation requirements. Oi(n_ lm);ml(ajgi'igg ind(l), (1m), ((2)) r('rll)?de undes. 13.92 (4) (b)('l). %t?ts.,’ 51), (%) (@

(3) ANALYsIs. (a) Purpose. The purpose of the analysis is tolitie) added under s13.92 (4 2.Stats., corections in (2) (a) made undes.
inform decisionmakers and the public of alternative courses of*" Stats-Register March 2014 No. 699
actionand the anticipatedfetts of those alternatives on the gqual NR 150.20 Environmental analysis of department

ity of the human gnwronment. ) . actions. (1) PROCEDURESESTABLISHED. This section establishes
_(b) Intent. Using available ecological and other scientifigppropriate procedurdsr the environmental analysis that WP
information,the analysis shall consider the alternatives and enyequires for all department actionsxcept those specifically
ronme_ntaleﬁects_ _in a dispassionate_ manner and may not advocg;@mptedby statute. Notwithstandingubs.(1m) to (3), the
aparticular position about alternatives. departmenmaydetermine to follow the EIS procedures itN&
(c) Authorship. Any part of the analysis may be prepared b$50.30for any action.

the department, a consultant to the department, or another stateim) Minor acTions. The following actions do not require
federal,tribal, or local agencyThe department may rely on anyenvironmentahnalysis under this chapter because they are minor

relevant information from any source. actions:
(d) Format. The document shall follow a format relevant to (a) A real estate action, includimgoperty boundary establish
the scope of the analysis. mentor modification, purchase, sale, easement, lease, or designa

(e) Presentation. Theanalysis shall be written in plain kan tion.
guageand should use appropriate graphics to aid decisionmakergb) Facility development that follows protocols.

andthe public. (c) Natural resource management, timber management, or
(4) PusLic REVIEW. (&) Document publication. The depart environmentatestoration that follows protocols.

mentshall publicly announce that the analysis is available for pub (d) The operation, repaimaintenance, or in—kind replace

lic comment and shall make the analysis available to the govermgentof existing department facilities.

legislature,local governments, other concermned state agencies, o) A research action that does not involve species introduc

federalagencies, tribal agencies, natuedources board, depart ion'or substantive manipulationf resources, or that does

mentsecretary and administrators, and the public as requirediQ¥ove species introductions or substantive manipulation of
s.NR 150.50 Copies of the analysis shbi provided to any ini resourcestF))ut follows protocols for doing so. P

vidual or group requesting a cap¥& chage may be assessed to (f) A natural resource inventory or mapping action
coverreproduction and handling costs for requests for paper cop y ] pp 9 . ’ .
ies of documents. The announcement also may be distribated (g) Issuance of a grant or other financial assistance action.

any of the following entities: (h) Issuance of high capacity well approvals und@gs.34
1. All local and regional units of government that may b€?): Stats., except for wells under281.34 (4) Stats.
affectedby the issue or policy (i) Issuance ohigh capacity well approvals under281.34

2. Regional and statewide information outlets. (4), Stats., that are exempted from environmental analysis

3. Groups, clubs, committees, or individuals whitwve requirementainder SNR 820.30 (2pnd(3).

demonstratedin interest and have requested receipt of this type () Reissuance or issuance of a routine or small-scale permit.
of information. (k) Issuance of a routine or small-scale approval or an

4. All participants in thescoping process not covered inapprovalassjomat.ed with a permit. )
subds.1 to3. (L) Confirmation of coverage under a general permit.

(b) Public announcement content. The public announcement (2) EQUIVALENT ANALYSIS ACTIONS. () The following actions
shallinclude a brief description of the analysis, the date by whiégduirea WER compliance determination undsrNR 150.35
public comments on the analysis must be received by the dep t do not require additional environmental analysis under this
ment,the name and address of a contact within the departm@F@pte'because a detailed environmental analysis and public dis
who will receive comments antespond to questions, and thefl0Sureare conducted as part tife department programmatic

locationswhere copies of the analysis are available for reviewProcedure: _

(c) Public comment period. 1. Unless otherwise provided by ~ 1+ Property planning under cNR 44
law, the department shall provide a minimof45 days after the: 2. County forest planning under28.11 (5), Stats.
datethe analysis is publiclgnnounced to receive comments from 3. Areawide water quality management planning or priority
otheragencies and the public. watershed planning under diR 121

2. Unless otherwise provided by lathe department may 4. Issuance of a construction or operation permit under ss.
grantreasonable requedtsm any person to extend the commeri285.6Q 285.61, and285.62 Stats., for a new source or modifica
periodfor the analysis. tion or relocation of an existing air emission source.

3. If a hearing is held under pdd), the public comment 5. Approval of a withdrawal of county forest land under
periodshall be extended for a minimum of 7 days after the date #& 11(11), Stats.
hearingis held. 6. An incidental take permit under diR 27 and s29.604

(d) Hearing. The department may hold one or more publit6m), Stats.
hearingson the analysis in the manner alodations that the 7. A solid or hazardous wasteasibility approval or a com
departmentleems appropriate to the scope of the analysis. Amercial PCB waste storage or treatment facility feasibility
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approvalunderss.289.25and289.53 Stats., and ch&iR 157, (b) EISprojects. The department may decide to follow EIS

182,512, and670. proceduresn s.NR 150.30for projects of such magnitude and
8. Issuance of an individual wetland permit undez&i.36 complexitythat one or more of the following apply:
(3m), Stats. 1. The project involves multiple department actions.
9. Approval of a bulkheatine ordinance for modification of 2. The project may be in conflict withcal, state or federal
anexisting shoreline under 30.11, Stats. environmentapolicies.
10. Issuance of findings of public interest for a propdsede 3. The project may sqirecedent for reducing or limiting
for modification of an existing shoreline undeB8.11, Stats. environmentaprotection.

11. Issuance of an individual permit for structures on the beds 4. The project may result in deleterioufeefsover lage gee
of navigable waters or to construct culverts and bridges acrgsaphicareas.
navigablewaters under $30.12 (3mjor 30.123 (8) Stats. 5. The project may result in long—term deleteriotisat$ that
12. Issuance of an individual permit unde36.19 Stats., areprohibitively difficult or expensive to reverse.
inClUding an indiVidUal pel’mit to construct or alter WaterWays. 6. The project may resu't in de|eterioumefs Onespecia“y

13. Issuancef an individual permit to change the course aimportant,critical, or sensitive environmental resources.
or enclose a navigable stream unde3G1950r 30.196 Stats. 7. The project involves broad public controversy

14. Issuance of an individual permit or contract under s. g The project may result isubstantial risk to human life,
30.2Q Stats., to remove material from the bed of a navigablgajth,or safety

waterwayunder chNR 345 or for non—metallienining and ree History: CR 13-022 cr. Register March 2014No. 699 eff. 4-1-14; corection

lamationin and near navigable waters underR. 34Q indgu(rjnbedring irI 3(19)2a(r21c)1 ((g)mz) gnadeunder s.13.92 ((11) g?g 1, ﬁtg)s.(, 51% (titlg)
. . addedunaer s. . .Stats., corections in (1m)(i) an a) 6.t0 8.,
15. Issuance of a lge fleeting permit under chiR 327 (4) made under s13.92 (4) (b) 7. Stats.,Register March 2014 No. 699

16. Issuance of a permit to construct, raise, gelaraban
don a dam in navigable or nonnavigable waters undeBth.  NR 150.30 EIS action analysis. (1) PREPARATIONOF AN
Stats.,or establishment of historic or a new level, a fl@lease EnvVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT. (@) Draft and Final EIS. The
or approval of a drawdown of a controlled lake or flowage und@epartmenshall prepare a draft EIS and a final EIS.

s.31.0Z Stats. (am) Notification. As required by s23.40 (2) Stats., the
17. An approval of a drainage boaadtion afecting naviga departmenshall notify an applicant when the department deter

ble waters under €8.31, Stats., for permitander s88.31or ch. minesthat it will follow the detailed environmental analy$is

300r 31, Stats. EIS procedures for a proposed project.

18. An approval of a municipal wastewater facilities plan (b) Purpose. The purpos®f an EIS is to inform decision—
unders.NR 110.08 makersand the public of the anticipatedeaits on the quality of
19. Issuance ofin individual permit for an animal feedingthe human environment of a proposaction or project and alter
operationunder chNR 243 nativesto the proposed action or project. The EIS is an inferma
(b) The department may determine undeNR. 150.35that tional tool that does not compel a particular decision by the agency

thereis equivalent analysis for a specific action not listed in p&}" Prévent theagency from concluding that other values outweigh
@) the environmental consequences of a proposed action or project.

(3) PRIOR COMPLIANCE ACTIONS. (a) The following actions _ (C) Intent. The EIS shall address the entire proposed project
requirea WER compliance determination undsrNR 150.35 including all related department actions. An EIS shall consider
but do not require additional environmental analysis under tHf3€ Proposedaction or project, alternatives and anticipated envi
chapterbecause one or more environmental analysis documetggmentaleffects in a dispassionate mannemd may noadvo

exist for prior actions that are similar to the proposed action ft€2 particular position about a proposed action or project. The
kind, scale and environmental setting: EIS shallprovide a level of detail commensurate with the com

plexity of the action or project being evaluated.

. (d) Authorship. The department is responsible for the accu
envﬁbnmaetr?tra{arlegg?;tggﬁ T:Qﬁggwﬁgé’r gm:?i; management,rg{:y and completeness of the EIS. Howewsy part of an EIS
) P : C ) may be prepared by an applicant, the department, a consultant to
3. A research action that involves species introductions e applicant or department, or another state, federal, toibal
NR 44, EIR provided by an applicant pursuant to.jbg); documents pre
4. Approval of a solid waste dispodakility or hazardous paredor relied upon by other agencies, or any other source ef rele
wastefacility plan of operation under 889.3Q Stats. vantinformation. The department shall disclose its information
5. Issuance of a solid waste or hazardous waste facility licerggircesn compliance with sul{2) (i).
unders.289.3] Stats. (e) Format. While there is no specific format required for an
6. Approval of an extension of a wastewater collection systeérS, the department shall use a format that substantially follows
unders.281.4], Stats., that is covered under an area wide waf&e guidelines issued by the U.S. couril environmental quality
quality managementlan under £283.83 Stats., and ciNR 121  under42 USC 433las required by 4.11 (2) (c) Stats. An EIS

7. lIssuance or reissuance of an individual WPDES perniffd/l & written in plain language and should use appropriate

unders. 283.31 Stats., that is covered under an area wide waf#2Phicsto aid decisionmakers and the public.

. Note: 42 USC 433Mwas enacted aslP 91- 190 and is known as “the national
quality managemenlan under $283.83 Stats., and ctNR 121 ¢, ionmentapolicy act.”

8. Issuance or reissuance of an individual or general storm (f) |ssue identification. 1. The department shall consult with
waterpermit under chNR 216and s283.33 Stats. otheragencies as provided undef.sll (2) (d) Stats.

(b) The department may determine undeNR. 150.35that 2. The department mayse a public scoping process. The
thereis prior compliance for a specific action not liskeghar ().  processmay consistof comment periods, meetings, hearings,

(4) EISACTIONSAND PROJECTS. (@) ElISactions. The depart workshopssurveys, questionnaires, interagency committees, or
mentshall comply with the EIS procedures itN&® 150.30for all  other appropriate methods or activities, and may be integrated
actionsnot included under sulilm), (2), or(3). with other public participation requirements.

1. Facility development planned under kiR 44
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(g) Environmental Impact Report (EIR). Pursuant to £3.11 4. The relationship between short-term uses of the environ
(5), Stats., the department may require an applicant for certaientand the maintenance and enhancement of long-term produc
proposedorojects to submit an EIR. The department megyest tivity, and any irreversible and irretrievable commitments of
any applicant to submit an EIR. The purpose of an EIR is to hefgsources.
the department develop the EIS by having the applicant provide 5. Thepotential to establish a precedent for future actions or
a detailed, comprehensive description of the proposed projegfforeclose future options.
reasonablelternatives to the proposed project, the presentenvi ¢ 14 ge ; PR T

" ; . . gree of risk or uncertainty in predictanyironmen
ronmentaiconditions in the area potentially@dted by thepro- ) efects or efectively controlling potential deleterious environ

posedproject,and anticipated environmentafegits of the pro 1 ontajimpacts, including those relating to public health or safety

possdpéOject ar.ld altg;]natrl]ves. . In developi EIS 7. The degree of controversy over théeefs on the quality
(h) Cooperation with other agencies. In developing an + of the human environment.

the department may cooperate with other state, federal, tribal or . . . . .
local agencies in accordance with\R 150.40 (2) (h) Identification of information that is incomplete or unavail
. ] . ableand a description of the relevance of such information.

(i) Consultant services. The department may enter into eon . . . .
tractsfor environmental consultant services unse23.41 (3) (i) Sources of information or verbiage. o
Stats. to assist the department in the preparation of an environ (3) DRAFT EIS— PuBLIC REVIEW. (a) Document publication.
mentalimpact statement or to provide pre—application services B8e department shall publicly announce that the draft EIS is-avail
providedunder s23.40 (5) Stats. ablefor pugllc conjmgng anhd sc?all make the (zljraft EIS avaélmblg

() Conflicting procedures. The department may follow prece amanner determined by the department anc as required under s.
duresfor environmental review arahalysis other than those eon 1.11(2) (d) Stats., and $IR 150.50 Copies of the draft Elshall

tainedin this chapter if the procedural requirements of this chap%? providedbto any indcij\&iduabr grmép rtequest(;nlg a dcl;opyA .
conflict with statutory review procedureswith procedures and S'argémay be assesseddover réproduction and handling costs

rulesof another agency that is the lead agency for the environmg?{ requests for copies afocuments. The announcement also

tal analysis. If other procedures for environmental revéad may be distributed to thg foIIowmg entities: .

analysisare followed, the department shall comply with this enap 1. All local and regional units ofjovernment which have

terto the maximum extent feasible. Jurisdiction over the area that may beeated by theproposed
(2) EIS conTENT. An EIS shall emphasize environmentaPreiector reasonable alternatives to the proposed project.

issuesrelevant to the evaluation of the action and provide a level 2. Information outlets accessible in the local, regional, or
of detail commensurate with the complexity of tetion. As Statewideareas décted by the proposed project.
requiredby s.1.11 (2) (c) Stats., the EIS shall include all of the 3. Groups, clubs, committees, or individuals that raeme

following: onstratedan interest in and requested receipt of this type of-infor
(a) A description of the proposed project that includes all tHBation.

following: 4. All participants in the scopingrocess not listed in subds.
1. Project location. 1t03.
2. Type of facilities. (b) Public announcement content. The public announcement

3 Time schedules shallinclude: a brief description of the proposed project, a brief

: Y descriptionof the administrative procedures to be followed under
4. Maps and diagrams. this chapterthe date byvhich public comments on the draft EIS
5. Other information that the department deems necessagreto be submitted to the department, the nameaaddess of a

(b) A description of the purpose and need of the proposed p@ntaCtW|th|n the department who willeceive comments and

ect. respondo questions, and the locations where copies of the draft
(c) A list of known state, federal, tribal, and local approval'gIS are avgllable for reV|.ew . .
requiredfor the proposed project. (c) Public comment period. 1. Unless otherwise provided by

. . . w, the department shall provide a minimof80 days after the
(d) Asummanyof the process used to identify major issues a tethe draft EIS is publicly announced to receive comments

the(f)sf?'sl,(tji?t:]lzz;z;glztzll?:rr?z:tézzlsté the proposed pro'eI;rtom other agencies and the public.

i iv ject, . .

particularlythose that might avoid all or some of the adverse en .r ar?t'r egsntl)isasblzt?gngs;&zo;;]dede?goﬂgi)ggggrttt?qeegrmgzm
ronmentaleffects of the project, including a description of pro eriodfor the draft EIS yp

posedpreventive and mitigating measures amdexplanation of P :

the criteria used to discard certain alternatives from additional 3- !f @ hearing is held under pdd), the public comment
study. periodshall be extended for a minimum of 7 days after the date the

(f) A description of the human environment that will likely behearlngls held.

affectedby the proposed project and alternatit@the proposed  (d) Hearing. If no public hearing is otherwise required on the
project. proposedaction, thedepartment may hold one or more public

. - . . _hearingsprior to making its WER compliance determination
(@) An evaluation of_the probable positive and negative dire ders.NR 150.35 Any hearings held pursuant to this chapter
secondaryand cumulative écts of the proposed project, anty, o he announced to the public and heldimanner consistent
alternativesto the proposed project, on the human environmentip <7 11 (2) (d) Stats
including all the following: ) . Note: A public hearing required by another statute fulfilld 41 (2) (d) Stats.
1. Effects on scarce resources such as: archeological, historiq4y FinaL EIS (a) Preparation. Following the public review
or cultural resources, scenic and recreational resources, prifafiodon the draft EIS, the department shall prepare a final EIS.
farm lands, threatened or endangered species, and ecologlcall)(b) Content. The final EIS shall include the draft EIS. a sum

critical areas. . . mary of the comments received on the draft EIS andidpart
2. A summary of the adverse environmentdéets which  ment'sresponse to the comments. The final EIS may inciexde

cannotbe avoided. sionsto draft EIS text or figures and may vary from the draft EIS
3. Consistency witlplans or policies of local, state, federaljn scope based on comments received on the draft EIS or other per
or tribal governments. tinentinformation that becomes known to the department.
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(c) Final ElISpublication. The final EIS shall be made publicly commenton each relevant environmental analysis withirtithe
availableunder sNR 150.50 Copies of théinal EIS shall be pro period specifiedby the sponsoring or lead agencyhe depart
videdto any individual or groupequesting a copyA chage may mentmay reply that it has no comment and should so reply when
be assessed to cover reproduction and handling costs for requigssssatisfied that its views are adequately refletigde environ

for copies of documents. mentalanalysis.

X History:_ CR 13-022 cr. Register March 2014No. 699 eff. 4—1—14;_corection 2 |NTERAGENCY PROCEDURESON PROPOSEDACTIONS INVOLYV -

in numbering in (1), (4)made under s13.92 (4) (b) 1.Stats., (1) (a) (title), (4) () ING(N)EPAOR WER (a) The department may conduct an environ
(title) added under s13.92 (4) (b) 2. Stats.,Register March 2014 No. 699 . p y

mentalreview process jointly with another state, federal or local

NR 150.35 WEPA Compliance determination. agency. The joint process shall meet the requirements of this
(1) Actionsunder sectionslR 150.20 (2Yo (4) cannot beaken chapterand may be determined by lamteragency consultation
until adetermination is published regarding compliance with thi@ written agreement.
chapter. (b) The department may adopt an environmental analysis pre

(Im) Forall EISs under R 150.20 (4jand determinations pared by another agency as the departm&i8 on the proposed
unders.NR 150.20 (2) (bpnd(3) (b), the department shall pub action if the environmental analysis substantially meets the
lish findings of fact, conclusions of law aladdetermination that requirement®fs.NR 150.30 The department shall compiyth
summarizeshe procedures and process steps used to achiepublic review requirements in BIR 150.30 (3) publish a
compliancewith this chapter determinationon theproposed action under NR 150.35 and

(2) For actions under SNR 150.20 (2) (ajnd(3) (a) the Mmakeall associated documents available to the public undiéR s.

departmentnay publish the WERdetermination as part of the 150.50

permitor approval document. History: CR 13-022 cr. Register March 2014 No. 699ff. 4-1-14.

History: CR 13-022 cr. Register March 2014No. 699 eff. 4-1-14; corection .
in numbering in (1), (1m) made under s13.92 (4) (b) 1, Stats.,Register March NR 150.50 Docume_nt r_etentlon_ and man,agemem'
2014No. 699 The department shall maintain a publicly accessible and search

) ) ) ablerecord system to provide public access to public anneunce
NR 150.40 Cooperation with other agencies. ments,strategic analyses, EIS analysasd WER compliance
(1) REVIEW OF OTHER AGENCY ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSES. The  determinationgprepared by the department in compliance with
departmentmay comment on the environmental analyses prehis chapter The record system shall be maintained in a manner
paredby other state and federal agencies for WEPNEFA com-  consistent with the departmesnitecord retention policy
pliance. To the extent possible, the department shall review andhistory: CR 13-022 cr. Register March 2014 No. 699eff. 4-1-14.
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